Functional restoration of an articular surface using a heterotopic xenograft: biology of host-implant interactions in the canine patella.
Glutaraldehyde-treated bovine meniscal fibrocartilage has been used as a heterotopic bioprosthesis to repair large osteochondral defects in the canine patella. An efficient, functional articulating surface was reformed and the graft did not elicit a significant immunological response. Although tissue bonding between the host and graft was often excellent, the implant did not become revascularized or replaced by host tissue but acted as an inert space occupier. This material may offer some potential for conservative treatment of articular defects in the patella in appropriate circumstances.